
 

 

MAGNET MATTERS 
 
Name of Magnet: Orlando Gifted Academy 
 
Name of School: Orlando Gifted Academy 
 
Magnet Focus/Theme: This district-wide zoneless magnet school provides opportunities for 
identified gifted students, entering 2nd to 8th grades next school year. Students will explore a 
challenging, project-based, and extended curriculum. The school will promote student academic 
growth and provide access to a full-time gifted educational opportunity. 
 
Key Personnel 

• Principal:  Britt Despenza  Britt.despenza@ocps.net   
• Magnet Administrator: Britt Despenza   Britt.despenza@ocps.net 
• Magnet Coordinators:  

o Cindy Gentry-Mickelson: cynthia.gentry-mickelson@ocps.net   
o Ericka Scheid: Ericka.scheid@ocps.net 

 
Website Link: Orlando Gifted Academy 
 
Notable Quotes: 
 
“My most positive experience at OGA has been being in a classroom environment where I feel 
the exact opposite of out of place. I feel understood and respected by my teachers and peers. 
Before, in previous schools, I would always be ahead of the class. Now I feel more challenged 
and have more work to reach my potential.” -- 6th Grade Magnet Student  
 
“I like the teachers because all the teachers are really nice and are able to answer my (many) 
questions or tell me how to find the answer; they are probably the best thing about OGA.   I 
have always loved school. OGA is great. It is awesome, and when Middle School ends, I will be 
sad to leave it.  It is the greatest school I have ever been to.”  -- 7th Grade Magnet Student 
 
“We do fun and creative things while learning educational, informational subjects. Being able to 
do more research projects and collaborate with other people.” -- 4th Grade Magnet Student  
 
“Since second grade I have been making a lot of new friends.  I have two years of making new 
friends.”  -- 4th Grade Magnet Student  
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“Orlando Gifted Academy offers a unique experience for gifted and talented students.  Not only 
can students collaborate and learn alongside other gifted students, but teachers are trained to 
deliver curriculum geared to the individual learning needs of the gifted and talented child.   OGA 
elementary students benefit from an immersive arts experience, and have the opportunity to 
engage in FLES French instruction this year!  Middle School students also have the rare option to 
take specialized electives such as French, Speech and Debate, Photography, and World 
Drumming! My favorite part of OGA is the community feel the school possess.  Since class sizes 
are small, students are able to build deep and meaningful relationships with other students and 
staff.  There is a sense of teamwork from all staff on campus and ALL staff are committed to 
fostering the success of ALL students.  I also love that OGA emphasizes the ‘fun’ of learning in 
extracurricular activities, theme days and monthly events!” -- Grades 2-7 French Teacher 
 
“If you are a teacher with ideas and lessons that are supporting a standard but not conventional, 
the school leaders have your back. In a school where teachers feel supported, magical things 
happen.” -- 2nd Grade Teacher 
 
“As the principal of Orlando Gifted Academy, it is my job to ensure that all students have an 
intellectually stimulated learning experience while tapping in to every scholar’s gifted mind.  
OGA is a school where we value respect, creativity and collaboration. At Orlando Gifted 
Academy, our students have found their home. They find a place where they are supported 
academically, socially and emotionally, as well as academically challenged. Our students are 
able to pursue their passions and interest while learning Florida State Standards. OGA students 
are able to participate in academic competitions, a plethora of clubs and take rigorous courses. 
Orlando Gifted Academy is the place to be for all gifted students. Hoot Hoot!  -- Principal 
Orlando Gifted Academy 
 


